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English 5 – 6 Quarter 1 

Writing  

Students will: • Write an argument paper that supports an analysis of a text 

• Structure an argument with a concluding statement 

• Write a narrative with details and sequence, using appropriate techniques 

• Use technology throughout the writing process 

• Conduct appropriate research to answer a question or solve a problem 

• Gather relevant research from multiple sources 

• Determine appropriate evidence to use in writing a research paper (length may vary) 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & 

Resources 

11 W 1 

Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
The purpose of argument and persuasive writing is to influence readers to 
take a particular action or to think in a particular way.  
• Students will write diverse texts with a specific purpose (e.g., persuasive 
essays, letters, debates, speeches, documents based on a thesis designed to 
convince, influence, or sway, etc.) and will support their claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence.  
• Students will acknowledge and refute opposing arguments when writing 
an argument paper.  
• Students will state a claim/opinion and provide evidence for that 
claim/opinion using a specific format for structure.   
• Students write a public service announcement persuading citizens to vote. 
• Students write a letter to the editor about a community issue (e.g., teen 
curfew laws, racial profiling, and affirmative action) asking for a change in 
policy. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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• Students research and write about a controversial local, national, or 
global issue, establishing a claim, addressing opposition, and supporting the 
claim with valid evidence. 
Connections: 
SC.HS.S1C1, SS.HS.S5C1.05 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
“To what degree does medieval literature regard human existence as 
secondary to the divine?” Use textual evidence from one of the texts read 
in this unit to support an original, concise thesis statement. 
(RL.11-12.2, W.11-12.1, SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.3) 

11 W 3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences.  
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting 
out a problem, situation, or observation and 
its significance, establishing one or multiple 
point(s) of view, introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple 
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and build toward a 
particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of 
mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 
c. Use precise words and phrases, telling 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
• Students will discern the difference between personal narrative (writer 
shares events from personal experience) and creative non-fiction (writer 
creates events, possibly based on personal experience). Expressive writing 
includes personal narratives, creative non-fiction, stories, poetry, songs, 
and dramatic pieces. Writing may be based on real or imagined events. 
• Students choose the appropriate format in their writing to incorporate 
plot development, figurative language, rhythm, dialogue, and 
characterization. 
• Students employ R.A.F.T.S. (Role, Audience, Format, Topic/thesis, Strong 
verbs) in their writing to establish focus and appropriate tone. 
• Students write a myth to explain a natural phenomenon using literary 
devices (e.g., irony, conceit, flashback, foreshadowing, symbolism, allusion) 
to enhance style and voice. 
• Students write a sonnet, incorporating literary elements. 
• Students write a fictional memoir from a historical time period, 
incorporating essential historical and literary elements.  
• Students write a new version of a traveler’s tale, after reading from 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. 
• Students write a contemporary version of “The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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details, and sensory language to convey a 
vivid picture of the experiences, events, 
setting, and/or characters. 
d. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 
resolved over the course of the narrative. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the 
narrative. 

Connections: 
SSHS.S1 and S2 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Essay 
Grade 11 Unit 3 
Write a narrative essay in the style of Walden by Henry David Thoreau. 
(W.11-12.3, W.11-12.9) 

11 W 4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
The intent of this standard is to focus on the elements of effective writing 
for a variety of purposes. Throughout the process, students will reflect on 
their own writing skills, identify and set goals, and evaluate their own 
progress.  
• Students write a memo to explain changes being considered within an 
organization providing specific details and a thorough explanation. 
• Students use electronic or paper graphic organizers (chronological, 
cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution, etc.) to establish 
organization for a letter to the editor addressing changes in teenage driving 
laws.  
• Students use appropriate sentence fluency, word choice, and voice to 
write a résumé. 
• Students use appropriate organizational skills to develop a how-to text for 
being successful in high school, incorporating specific ideas and details. 
Connection: 
ETHS.S2C1 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

11 W 5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
The intent of this standard is to reinforce the major steps of the writing 
process. While all steps are needed and used by effective writers as they 
compose text, different skills may be emphasized in individual assignments. 
These steps may be used recursively as a piece moves toward completion. 
Throughout the process, students will reflect on their own writing skills, set 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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goals, and evaluate their own progress. 
• Students use RAFTS (Role, Audience, Format, Topic/Thesis, Strong verbs) 
to create focus and appropriate tone for a specific text. 
• Students will use an electronic or paper web organizer to brainstorm 
ideas for writing.   
• Students will use three different colors, electronically or on paper, to 
highlight portions of a first draft in order to visualize organization, word 
choice, and sentence fluency. Students will use color one to highlight 
thesis/opening statement and concluding sentence(s). Students will use 
color two to highlight all being verbs (is, are, am, were, etc.). Students will 
use color three to highlight the first word in each sentence. Students will 
use the highlighted text to revise for improved organization, word choice, 
and sentence fluency.  
• Students will share essays in peer-editing groups to obtain feedback for 
revision based on the six traits of writing. 
Connection: 
ETHS-S2C1 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 3 
Analyze “The Flea” by John Donne. Why is it considered metaphysical 
poetry? How does it use irony to convey its message? Is it a poem of logic 
or of emotion? Use textual evidence to discuss and write or original, concise 
thesis statement. 
(W.11-12.5, W.11-12.7) 

11 W 6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments 
or information. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
This standard focuses on the use of media literacy by determining purpose, 
investigating audience characteristics, and selecting an appropriate media 
channel. These choices should guide topic selection, message development, 
word choice, design and development of production elements, and the 
creation and selection of visual images.  
• Students will consider strategies for creating well-reasoned messages, 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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making emotional appeals, and building credibility when developing a 
media communication.   
• Students will participate in discussion boards to obtain feedback from 
teachers and/or students on student-generated texts. Students will access 
the Internet to gather additional information as evidence and support for 
student-generated texts.   
• Students will participate in Web quests to guide the students to 
appropriate sites.  
• Students will produce multi-media projects incorporating effective writing 
and presentation styles (e.g., PowerPoint, Smart Notebook Documents, 
Moviemaker, etc.). 
• Students will create scripts to accompany “movie” projects. 
Connections: 
ETHS.S2C1, ETHS.S2C2.01, ETHS.S6C2.05 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Oral Presentation 
Grade 11 Unit 4 
Create a multimedia presentation that summarizes one of the novels you’ve 
read and present questions that you think the novel raises about its 
uniquely American themes.  
(RL.11-12.1, W.11-12.6, SL.11-12.5) 

11 W 7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve 
a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
This standard focuses on the research/writing process. Students will learn 
how to locate and incorporate evidence to support a thesis or claim, 
integrate information from two or more pieces of research information 
while using direct quotes, paraphrasing, and/or internal citations correctly. 
Students learn to focus the research question by considering whether the 
thesis/claim is relevant, interesting, and/or meaningful to the audience; 
they must also consider whether the research thesis/claim is logical. 
• Students, electronically or on paper, generate data (such as interviews, 
observations, and surveys) in order to further a thesis or claim.  

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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• Students access appropriate Internet sources, books, magazines, 
newspapers, and documentaries in order to further a thesis or claim.   
• Students will write a research report about inventions that were first 
mentioned in science fiction novels or movies and later became scientific 
reality.  
• Students will choose a post-secondary institution and research its 
relevance to their individual goals.  
Connections: 
SSHS.S1C1, SSHS.S2C1, ETHS.S2C1 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Paper 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Does the term “dark ages” accurately describe the Middle Ages? Use 
primary and secondary sources from this unit or outside of the unit to 
support an original, concise thesis statement to answer the question. 
(RL.11-12.1, W.11-12.1, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8) 

11 W 8 

Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for 
citation. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
• Teachers will direct students in paraphrasing and summarizing activities 
such as “Boil it Down.”   
• Students will access a variety of sources for use in developing research.  
• Students will use appropriate citation format to incorporate internal 
citations and to cite sources, (i.e., MLA, APA).  
• Students will understand the difference between paraphrase and direct 
quotation and use both correctly to avoid plagiarism.  
• Students will also evaluate the relevance, credibility, and quality of all 
sources.   
• Students will use an electronic or paper source evaluation form to 
evaluate a web page for relevance, credibility, and quality.    
• Students will use an on-line writing lab to create and appropriately format 
a works-cited page and/or bibliography.  
 
 

HUSD Materials, 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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• Students are directed to read and summarize a text in 15 sentences. They 
then reduce the text to five to six sentences. Finally, they reduce the text to 
one or two sentences that reflect the main idea of the text. 
Connections: 
ETHS.S2C1 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Paper 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Answer the essential question: “How does medieval literature suggest a 
preoccupation with both divine and earthly existence?” Use primary and 
secondary sources from this unit or outside of the unit to support an 
original thesis statement to answer the question.  
(RL.11-12.1, W.11-12.1, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8) 

11 W 9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  
a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of 
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century foundational works of American 
literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or 
topics.”). 
b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, 
including the application of constitutional 
principles and use of legal reasoning. [e.g., in 
U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions 
and dissents) and the premises, purposes, 
and arguments in works of public advocacy 
(e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
This standard focuses on students using literary and/or informational texts 
to support their own analysis, and/or reflections, and/or research. For 
literary analysis, and/or reflection and/or research, students will craft a 
working interpretation of a text (taking into account the genre) that offers a 
thoughtful, interpretive claim, connects effective supporting evidence from 
both the text and outside sources, develops a coherent and smooth 
progression of ideas, and draws an appropriate conclusion.   
• Students will write an essay comparing and contrasting the realities of 
war as presented in “Dulce Et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen and All Quiet 
on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque.   
• Students will write an essay about F. Scott Fitzgerald’s use of symbolism in 
The Great Gatsby. 
• Students will write an analysis of the school’s service learning program to 
identify whether or not it is effective.   
• Students will write an analysis of a proposed state bill under 
consideration for passage by the Arizona Legislature.  
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Connection:  
SSHS.S3C2 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Paper 
Grade 11 Unit 2 
Select one of the texts studied and write a research paper in which you 
trace the enduring significance of the work through contemporary 
American history. Cite at least three secondary sources to support an 
original thesis statement. 
(W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8, W.11-12.9). 
 
Essay 
Grade 11 Unit 2 
Imagine that you are an early American colonist. Write a letter to a family 
member or friend persuading him or her to join your fight for American 
independence. Use at least three pieces of textual evidence to support an 
original thesis statement. 
 (W.11-12.1, W.11-12.9) 

 


